Tears in the Reicftstag

reflected the fact that economic misery led to increased
influence for the extremist parties, while improved
business activity, together with some improvement
in international relations, had the result of weakening
them.


	MAY 4,   1924
	


	Votes
	Members Elected

Socialists
	6,014,372
	100

Communists
	3,746,643
	62

Nazis
	1,924,018
	32

Others
	17,703,544
	278


	DECEMBER 7,   1924
	


	Votes
	Members Elected

Socialists
	7,880,058
	13*

Communists
	2,708,176
	45

Nazis
	908,087
	H

Others
	18,786,676
	303

Nazis and Communists had each lost more than a
million votes within seven months, while the Socialists
had gained almost two million. But at the same
time the German Nationalists came back somewhat
stronger with 103 members instead of 96. They
promptly insisted upon cashing in their proceeds of
the horse trade for ministerial positions,
A new era for the German republic began in 1925.
The government of Dr. Hans Luther, later Nazi
ambassador in Washington, was based on a pact
between heavy industry, represented by the People's
party, and the Junkers, the big agrarian property
owners, whose parliamentary delegates were in the
German Nationalist party. Of course, it was not pure
idealism that bound these two parties together but
rather pure material interest. It was the year that
221